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What is the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center? For that matter, 
what is a Nature Center?

In my first year as President of the Friends of the Hormel Nature 
Center’s board of directors, I have thought about that quite a bit. 
To be sure, there is the dictionary definition. A “Nature Center” is a 
facility dedicated to educating the public about nature, wildlife and 
environmental conservation. 

In preparing to lead the Friends board, I talked with many people to 
find out their feelings about the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. Nearly 
every one of those conversations worked its way around to emotions 
and/or memories.  “It’s my place of solace.” “It’s where I took my spouse 
on our first date.” “It’s where our kids tasted real maple syrup for the 
first time.” “It’s where we go for the Halloween Warm-Up.”

I guess what I discovered is that the Nature Center means something 
a little different to everybody. As the Friends Board president, I want 
you all to know that I – along with each board member – take very  
seriously the responsibility of representing each of you and your 
wants and desires for what the Nature Center is and could be.

Numerous exciting projects have been recently completed or are in the 
works at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. This includes the paving of a 
section of the trails to provide better access to all; efforts to offer more 
social events for Friends members; and designing and fundraising for a 
nature playscape to encourage more outdoor play.

So back to the original question: What is the Jay C. Hormel Nature 
Center? It is a place for everyone to come and enjoy the outdoors, relax 
learn something new, take in a performance, exercise, and explore.

I would love to hear from you. What would you like to see at the 
Nature Center? More programs? Different classes? In a perfect 
world, what can the Nature Center be and do for you? Feel free to
email your ideas to me at jschrame@yahoo.com.  Thank you for 
being a supporter and for your consideration in becoming a member 
of the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center.

John Schramek
President, Friends of the Hormel Nature Center
jschrame@yahoo.com

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  P R E S I D E N T

O U R  M I S S I O N

To enhance and encourage environmental education, 
scientific opportunities, and the enjoyment of nature 
at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center
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Thank You
The Jay C. Hormel Nature Center would 
not be the regional treasure it is without 
the support of many who have made 
generous donations, volunteered and 
become Friends members. 

Thank you for your continued support!
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In 2026, the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center 
is committing $200,000 to build the Nature Playscape 
about a half mile from the Nature Center’s parking 
lot along the Black Trail across from a restored 
native prairie on the way to the observation tower. 
More financial support is needed to make the 
Nature Playscape a reality. The Friends hopes to raise 
at least $190,000 to fully fund the project targeted for 
construction in late-2026.

 Modeled after similar nature-play facilities, 
including one in Rochester, the project’s cost is 
driven by the need for play features that are 
safe yet fun, age appropriate and created from 
materials that are durable to ensure many years 
of free enjoyment by the public.  

 According to the National Wildlife Federation, 
when children play and learn in nature, research 
indicates that they do so with more vigor, 
engagement, imagination and cooperation than in  
wholly artificial environments. Symptoms also are 
reduced for attention deficit and depression. Experts 
agree that children need access to nature the same 
way they need good nutrition and adequate sleep.

 Investing in our community through projects 
like the Nature Playscape enriches the lives of our  
community members and visitors. It also keeps Austin 
a great place for children and families to explore, 
connect and discover. We invite you to get 
involved by attending upcoming events and consider 
contributing to this exciting project.

Nestled into the woods overlooking Dobbins Creek’s north branch, the future 
Nature Playscape will offer an exciting destination for children and families 
to discover, explore and connect at Austin’s Jay C. Hormel Nature Center.



For the wild ones
and the little ones.

< <  L E A R N  M O R E 
Scan the QR code for more details 
and to support our project!  
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B E C O M E  A  F R I E N D

Luke Reese
Director, Jay C. Hormel Nature Center

Friends memberships are integral to the success and 
programming available at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 
You can be part of our ongoing support by becoming 
a Friends member or gifting a membership today!

    The Friends truly enhance the work being done at the 
Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. In addition to direct support 
for programs and projects, financial support to the Friends 
from memberships and other donations has been used as a 
match for grants to the Nature Center. For example, in 
2025 the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center paved 1.6 miles of 
trails with State of MN Legacy Funding awarded by the 
Greater Minnesota Regional Parks & Trails Commission. 
The Friends provided the 20% match on the project. For 
these kinds of grant-funded projects, your donations are 
being multiplied 2, 5, or 10 times.

Membership Benefits
•	 Play a role in supporting and promoting 

environmental education programs. 

•	 $5 off all Summer Adventure programs.

•	 Discounts on all Nature Center merchandise.

•	 Coupon codes for free admission to 
specific family classes.

•	 Friends annual bus day-trip

•	 One-year gift membership to give to a 
non-member of Friends.

•	 Invitation to the Friends’ annual 
meeting in January.

•	 Free, mailed copy of the Nature Center’s 
Summer Activity Guide.

< <  L E A R N  M O R E 
Scan the QR code or visit the 
link below to donate or sign 
up for membership.

H O R M E L N A T U R E C E N T E R . O R G / F R I E N D S

Membership Levels
W A T E R  |   Supporter |  $ 5 0

P R A I R I E  |  Contributor |  $ 1 0 0

F O R E S T  |  Patron |  $ 5 0 0

N I G H T  S K Y *  |  Lifetime |  $ 1 , 0 0 0

*Lifetime memberships never expire. A portion of each lifetime 
membership supports youth scholarships for Nature Center programs.

Y O U T H  M E N T O R S H I PN A T I V E  M U S S E L S  E X H I B I T

P R O G R A M M I N G  & 
Y O U T H  S C H O L A R S H I P S

"The secret to the success of the 
Jay C. Hormel Nature Center is 
the strong community support! 
Becoming a Friends member is a 
great way to show your support."



T E S T I M O N I A L S

R E C E N T  H I G H L I G H T S

P R O J E C T S  F U N D E D  B Y  T H E  F R I E N D S

•	 Trail paving 20% match – $66,000

•	 Three Action Track chairs to improve 
accessibility – $40,000

•	 Starlab inflatable planetarium 
and technology – $46,000

•	 Trail vehicle/groomer – $52,600

•	 Native mussels exhibit – $143,200

•	 One-year intern – $40,000 per year 

•	 Outdoor, mobile pizza oven 
for public events

•	 App-based outdoor survival game

•	 Senior citizen specials

•	 Nature-play events & programs 

•	 Youth mentorship program 

•	 Youth scholarships for summer classes

•	 Busing grants for the public 

A N N U A L  E V E N T S  B Y  T H E  F R I E N D S

•	 Dammen Family Fun Day (July)

•	 8K Run (Sept/Oct)

•	 Halloween Warm-Up (Oct)

•	 Merry & Bright Night (Dec)

D A M M E N  F A M I L Y  F U N  D A Y

Y O U T H  M E N T O R S H I P

T R A C K  C H A I R S
M E R R Y  & 

B R I G H T  N I G H T 8 K  R U N

T R A I L 
P A V I N G

“Our family became lifetime 
members for many reasons but 
the primary being the Nature 
Center is just a magical place 
for our community. We enjoyed it 
growing up, and our children love 
it out there. It's a place of 
wonder for exploration, relaxation 
and fitness alike!”
The Bartholomew Family
Founders of Nord/Haus Real Estate Group

“Jay C. Hormel Nature Center is 

truly a valuable asset to Austin 

and Mower County and an 

investment in the future. We 

donated to help purchase 

two trackchairs so everyone 

can access the center's beautiful 

grounds. We helped purchase the 

indoor planetarium so students 

and others could learn about 

the solar system.”

Paul & Joanne Worlein
Major Donors to the Friends

“The Eagles are proud 
supporters of the Friends, 
driven by a shared belief 
that nature should be 
accessible, educational 
and inspiring for everyone. 
Our donations reflect a deep 
commitment to equity in 
access; youth education; 
community trails; and 
outdoor exploration.”

Jackie Carr
Austin Eagles, Lookout Aerie 703



Friends of the Hormel Nature Center
1304 21st St. NE
Austin, MN 55912
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